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SOUTHINGTON INLAND WETLANDS AGENCY 
Regular Meeting  

Thursday, April 3, 2014 
7:00 PM – Municipal Center Assembly Room 

196 North Main Street, Southington, Connecticut 
 

MINUTES 
 

 The Southington Inland Wetlands Agency held a regular meeting on Thursday, April 3, 2014.  

Chairperson Theresa Albanese called the meeting to order at 7:00 o'clock, p.m. 

 The following Councilpersons were present, viz: 
 
 Chris Borowy, William Camp, Jeff Crown  & Jim Sullivan 
  
  
 Ex-officio members present were as follows, viz: 

 David Lavallee, Assistant Town Planner 
  
 
 Absent:  Greg Ali, Commissioner 
   Mary Etter, Commissioner 
   Gerald Bernier, Alternate 
    John Strillacci, Alternate 
  

  A quorum was determined. 

 The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was recited by everyone in attendance. 

 

THERESA ALBANESE, Chair, presiding: 

  

4. Approval of Minutes – Regular Meeting of March 6, 2014 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to approve the Minutes as presented.   Mr. Camp second.  Motion 

passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

    On Site Meeting of March 29, 2014 

 Mr. Sullivan made a motion to approve the Minutes as presented.  Mr. Borowy seconded.  

Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 
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5. Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio Members regarding items scheduled for action. 

 None. 

 

6. Inland Wetland Applications: 

 A. Information/Action:  IW #1226/FF #243 – Application of High Ridge Industries, LLC, 

 seeking to fill     7,000 s.f.  of wetlands and      1,400 cu. yds. of floodplain for the expansion of a 

 parking lot. 

  Stephen Giudice, Harry Cole & Son, 876 South Main Street, Southington, CT represented 

the applicant.     This is for a proposed parking lot expansion.  We did have a site walk on Saturday and 

we were able to take a good look at the property.  He went through the original submittal and the 

alternates that we submitted. 

 He then reviewed the final that is submitted for consideration. The reason we’re able to reduce 

our impacts to a smaller area is due to a proposed retaining wall that comes along the edge of the aisle 

and along this portion (indicating) of the parking lot.  We also reduced some the aisle width in this area 

(indicating).  Instead of 24’, we are proposing 20’ which we think is sufficient for two way traffic with the 

limited amount of use this parking lot will receive from larger vehicles.  It’s basically for cars.  We also 

moved the parking pretty close to the building.  We have a 3’ gap in this area (indicating) and we did 

reduce the size of the island in this area (indicating) as well.  Again, we know it’s a little smaller than 

typically proposed, but we feel that due to the nature of the application that it was a reasonable change 

to make for this application. 

 During the site walk we walked around the back of the building.  Then we walked along the edge 

of the slope on the property line and then we came back.   There were numerous recommendations: 

 (1) We noted on the plan that this area in here (indicating) would be removed of common 

weed grass, fragmitee.   

 (2) Planting.  We did incorporate numerous types of plants within this wetland area and 

along this area (indicating).  Wetland type planting.     Explained.     

 We also have a note that if there is something specific or better recommendations, we’d be 

happy t substitute or fill in areas that he feels needs to be addressed. 

 (3) We proposed plantings along the top of this area (indicating).  There are encroachments 

from the abutting property where there is pushing material over the edge of the slope.  We talked about 

a fence, but we felt something that would grow nice and big and protect the property line is probably 

the best bet.   White pines are hearty and they’ll grow fast and big and will be able to protect the 
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property from that encroachment.   If you have something more specific or would like us to fill in areas, 

we’re more than happy to accommodate that change. 

 We did receive staff comment.  We had meetings with Mr. Lavallee and go through the plans 

and make the revisions per his recommendations where appropriate. 

 I know you also wanted reassurance that as the material is excavated along that property line 

we would have some supervision to get some testing if it is deemed necessary to be sure that any 

contaminated material found would be handled appropriate. 

 We also talked about removing those barrels and some of the junk that is out there as well.   

 The applicant is here if you have any questions. 

 This is not our typical application and I believe the commission understands that.  This is it for 

them.  They will be up and fully operational and staffed and will be here in town for a long time to come. 

 Mr. Lavallee brought up the detail for the signage.   Mr.  Giudice explained it is a 16 x 8 inch sign 

that is bigger than the medallions we usually use.  These will be placed on posts at the top of the bank 

and along the edge of the parking area.  The Chair complimented the sign. 

 Mr. Borowy asked for a quick explanation of what you are going to do construction of the 

retaining wall with minimal intrusion or disruption to the wetland.   Mr. Giudice explained they would 

remove the large trees at the back side of the building.  The bottom of the slope is very flat.  We would 

use a small machine to get it to the bottom and start in the corner.  We would just excavate the base of 

the wall.  He would drag material and cast it to the right on the upland side of the parking area and 

move down away east to west.  Once the material   is down to a base course, they’ll place processed 

stone in there and then they’ll put the modular blocks.  Large blocks and it builds quickly.   As the wall 

goes up, it will be free standing and it can be used as a barrier, a limit of construction.  Then we’ll have 

the silt fence and the wall as our limit of impact area.   We’d have to take the topsoil out of this area and 

this area (indicating).  Once the area has a good base, we would come in and work this property line. 

 Discussion. 

 Dewatering was discussed. 

 Erosion control was discussed. 

 Total wetland area impact:  4,335 square feet. 

 Total wetland creation:  6,543 square feet. 

 The contractor does have to notify DEEP or Hazmat if materials are found to be potentially 

hazardous on site, added Mr. Lavallee.  

 Mr. Giudice said they would try to work the slope around the larger trees in order to maintain 

them. There is a note on the plan to that affect. 
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 Invasive species control was discussed with suggestions offered by the Chair on new procedures. 

Mr. Lavallee would add a note to follow the BMPs for fragmites removal. 

 The plant list was discussed and the Chair wanted to add some sedge or some kind of 

herbaceous plant plugs, in addition to the wetland mix. 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to approve IW 1226 and send a favorable recommendation for 

FF#243 on the basis that the proposed construction within the wetlands and the floodplain remediation 

seemed to be managed in an appropriate fashion.  We have three conditions: 

 - Contractor directed to call the DEEP for any sign of oil or chemical contamination. 

 - Take the advice of the chairperson for the inclusion of herbaceous plugs as 

supplemental plantings. 

 - Fragmites be addressed with cutting and mowing and chemical applications for two 

seasons. 

 Mr. Sullivan seconded.   Motion passed 5 to 0 on a roll call vote. 

 

 

  

B. Information/Action – IW #1223/FF#241 – Application of David Florian seeking to gain 

approval for a replacement bridge on Burritt Street, Map 29, Parcel 68 across from Anne 

Road. 

Mr. Lavallee informed the commission the applicant was asking for a table on this application. 

 Mr. Borowy so moved the motion for a table which Mr.  Sullivan seconded.  Motion passed 

unanimously on a voice vote. 

 

 

7. Communications 

 A. Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio Members regarding items other than those 

scheduled for action. 

 None. 
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8. Conservation Issues/Unfinished Business/Miscellaneous 

 - Show Cause Hearing- Burritt Street Parcels across from Anne Road 

 Mr. Lavallee reported that he has been advised that Mr. Florian has retained David Lord to 

complete a more intensive planting plan for the Anne Road site.  Thus, the table. 

 - Mr. Borowy gave an update on open space regarding Crescent Lake.  We got two 

applications from experienced professionals in regards to the tree selection process.  The lumber 

reclamation up there.  We didn’t get all the information we needed.  We need to reconvene and gather 

some questions.    

 We have an event up there:  May 10th, Earth Day.   They’ll do a ribbon cutting for the new kiosk 

that’s up there.  We can post a lot of informational stuff.    Then you can walk the site, nature trails.  Mr. 

Lavallee will send the commission more information as it is available. 

 Discussion of the ash trees being harvested before they are not commercially viable any more. 

 The Chair advised she is going to be on the Plan of Conservation and Development committee.  

We are meeting on April 15th.   If there is another opening, Bill Camp would like to be on the committee, 

as well. 

 As to the Prospect Street matter, for an update, it is with the Army Corp now.  There is no 

reason now why he can’t respond.   

 

9. Adjournment 

 Mr. Sullivan made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Camp seconded.  Motion passed unanimously on a 

voice vote. 

 (Whereupon, the meeting was adjourned at 7:36 o’clock, p.m.)  


